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EIGHTH REPORT OF THE
LOUISIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Donna L. Dittmann, Joseph P. Kleiman, and Steven W, Cardiff
Museum of Natural Science
119 Foster Hall
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3216

The Louisiana Bird Records Committee (henceforth LBRC or Committee)
was established in 1979 to evaluate and archive records of unusual species that
occur in Louisiana. All records submitted to the LBRC are housed at the
Louisiana State University Museum of Natural Science (LSUMNS). Following
submission (in the form of observers’ written reports, copies of field notes,
photographs, videotape, tape recordings, or specimens), each record is sub-
Jected to critical evaluation by each of the seven elected LBRC Members (in
accordance with LBRC Bylaws, LOS News No. 87; Bylaws updated Mar. 1990)
in an objective effort to determine acceptability and, thereby, aid in the
understanding of patterns of occurrence of rarities in the state.

Since publication of the Seventh Report of the LBRC (Dittmann 1995}, the
Committee modified its first circulation voting procedure (Sep. 1994). Al
unambiguous records (as so judged by the Secretary) supported by photo-
graphic, audio, or specimen evidence will be voted on at an Annual Meeting,
This “Meeting Vote” is considered a record’s first circulation if and only if the
record receives aunanimous “accept vote.” To be in accordance with the LBRC
Bylaws, there is no discussion among Members during the “Meeting Vote.” To
eliminate potential bias, the Meeting Vote is cast in “secret;” the Committee
Member does not record his/her name on a voting form, but only to “accept” or
“reject” a particular record. Because LBRC Bylaws state that all “non-accept”
votes must be accompanied by written justification, a record failing a “Meeting
Vote” is circulated as per previous LBRC policy (a thorough discussion of the
review process is contained in Dittmann 1995). The “Meeting Vote” system
should greatly expedite review of records that include diagnostic documenta-
tion, reduce duplication costs, and the need to circulate valuable original
documentation materials.

The 274 records in this report include those resolved since publication of the
Seventh Report of the Louisiana Bird Records Committee (Dittmann 1995)
through June 1998. Records are grouped under subheadings: Accepted Records,
Unaccepted Records (Identification Questionable), and Unaccepted Records
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(Identification Accepted but Origin Questionable). The species accounts
follow the taxonomic sequence of Check-list of North American B irds 7" edition
(AOU 1998). Within each species account, records are arranged in chronologi-
cal order by date of first observation, include the age and sex (if known), number
of individuals, LBRC record number, date(s) of observation, locality (parish
name in italics), and observers that submitted some form of documentation. For
reports from multiple observers, boldfaced names indicate the original identi-
fier or finder (if unequivocally mentioned on the Report Form(s) or known to
the Secretary or another LBRC Member). If the original identifier or finder did
not submit documentation to the LBRC, their name is not boldfaced, instead
being indicated by “found by.” Because it is often difficult to determine the
original identifier or finder in these cases, in all fairness, the original finder or
identifier will be listed in future reports if and only if that individual submits
documentation to the LBRC. Observer names are not included for unaccepted
records. If photographs or video documentation were submitted, these are
denoted by “(ph)” following the name or ipitials of the photographer. “Card”
(following a name) indicates that a 3" X 5" observation card (used in reporting
sightings to the LSUMNS/National Audubon Society American Birds or Field
Notes or American Birding Association Field Notes Central Southern Region
files) was used as supporting documentation; this notation is used only when the
card represented the only “report” submitted or additional details were included
on the card that did not appear on LBRC Report Form(s). All specimens are
deposited at LSUMNS (formerly Louisiana State University Museum of
Zoology) and are indicated by a “LSUMZ” specimen catalogue number; if the
specimen preparator is different from the collector, then the preparator’s name
is included and denoted with an asterisk (*). Records appearing in American
Birds (AB) or Field Notes {(FN) Central Southern Regional Reports and
National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count issue (Louisiana) are referred
to by volume, number, and page number (“AB31(4):431” refers to American
Birds Vol. 31, Number 4, page 431). A citation is provided if the record is
mentioned in the text, regardless of whether it pertains to an exact occurrence.
Forexample, acitation is provided fora regional report thatincludes only vague
information: “the only reports of Myiarchus involved six Ash-throated and two
Brown-crested flycatchers.” AB/FN has continued to limit space for regional
summaries and AB/FN Regional Editors are not always able to cite specific
yecords, especially in the case of more regularly occurring vagrants. If
information contained in AB/FN teports is incorrect, then this is noted in the
record account. Records appearing in LOS News seasonal reports are referred
to by number (e.g., LOS177 refers to LOS News No. 177). Complete citations

appear at the end of the report. Abbreviations are used for directions (north =
ATe et XRTr a1t T cmith onct — QRSB ete )}
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Documentary photographs presented in this report were scanned either with
a Nikon LS 1000 slide scanner or with a UMAX S6 flatbed scanner. Images were
scanned as grayscale for publication in black and white. Adobe PhotoShop 5.0
was used to recover image sharpness, contrast, and brightness, which may have
been altered during the scanning process. The manipulation of photos was done
to enhance photographs for publication purposes only. The original photo-
graphs are archived with the complete record documentation file at the LSU
Museum of Natural Sciences,

Since publication of the Seventh Report (Dittmann 1995), several species-
splits (AOU 1998) have affected the Louisiana State List. Four species are
added to the State List as the result of splits. Solitary Vireo (Vireo solitarius)
has been split into three species: Blue-headed (V. solitarius), Plumbeous (V.
plumbeus), and Cassin’s (V. cassinii) vireos. Previously accepted as subspe-
cies, Plumbeous Vireo (Schulenberg 1988) and Cassin’s Vireo (LSUMZ135161)
are both added to the State List and Review List as full species. Rufous-sided
Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) is split into eastern (Eastern Towhee, P.
erythrophthalmus) and western forms (Spotted Towhee, P. maculatus). Spot-
ted Towhee is added to the State List based on previous documented occur-
rences. Records of this species currently average fewer than four records/year,
and therefore, this species is also added to the Review List. Northern Oriole
(Icterus galbula) is split into Bullock’s (1. bullockii) and Baltimore (1. galbula)
orioles. Bullock’s is added to the State List based on previous docomented
records. This species is also added to the Review List based on the infrequency
of reports as well as difficulty of identification versus Baltimore Oriole.

Other taxonomic changes relevant to Louisiana are as follows. Sharp-tailed
Sparrow (Ammodramus caudacutus) is split into two species: Saltmarsh Sharp-
tailed (A. caudacutus), and Nelson’s Sharp-tailed (A. nelsoni) sparrows.
Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow is undocumented in Louisiana. Western
Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) is split into two species: Pacific-slope (E.
difficilis) and Cordilleran (E. occidentalis) flycatchers; the first records of both
of these species are included in this report, Other nomenclatural changes since
the Seventh Report (Dittmann 1995) are noted in the species accounts,

Thirteen species new to the State List are included in this report: Red-billed
Tropicbird, King Eider, Harris’s Hawk, Black-tailed Godwit, Broad-billed
Hummingbird, Blue-throated Hummingbird, Red-naped Sapsucker, Fork-tailed
Flycatcher, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Cordilleran Flycatcher, White Wagtail,
Clark’s Nutcracker, and Connecticut Warbler. With these additions, the
Louisiana State List stands at 449, Cory’s Shearwater has also been accepted
(12 Sep. 1998) but is not included in the State List total; the first records will be
published in the Ninth Report. It is provisionally added to the Review List in
this report.,
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Other notable records in this report include the second state records of White-
tailed Hawk, Long-tailed Jaeger, Blue-throated and Broad-billed humming-
birds, Cassin’s Kingbird, Pacific-slope and Cordilleran flycatchers, Cave
Swallow, Painted Redstart, and Lazuli Bunting. The report also includes the
first records of the western subspecies of Brown-crested Flycatcher (M. 1.
magister).

If records appear to be missing from this report, then it is likely that those
records are either still under review, pending review, or awaiting publication in
the forthcoming Ninth Report. All too frequently, documentation is received in
a piecemeal fashion, and more often than not, there is a considerable delay in
initiating circulation as documentation accumulates. It is also possible that no
documentation has yet been received for a particular record. -

Records in this report have been reviewed by all or some of the following
former or curreni LBRC Members: Steven W. Cardiff, D. Bruce Crider, Donna
1. Dittmann, Joseph P. Kleiman, Charles E. Lyon, Paul M. McKenzie, Robert
D. Purrington, David P. Muth, B. Mac Myers 111, Alfred E. Smalley, James
Stewart, Paul E. Conover, Ronald J. Stein, Phillip A. Wallace, and Peter H.
Yaukey. Current Members (as of Sep. 1998): Steven W. Cardiff (Chair), Paul
M. Dickson, Donna L. Dittmann (Secretary), William R. Fontenot, Joseph P.
Kleiman, Phillip A. Wallace, and Peter H. Yaukey.

Of the records reported herein, 88 percent were accepted, a relatively high
percentage. The average acceptance rate for LBRC records has been approxi-
mately 79 percent (Schulenberg 1988, Dittmann 1990, Dittmann 1995). if the
six records not accepted because of “questionable origin” are excluded (because
the identification is deemed correct), then the acceptance rate rises to 90 percent.
This increase can be directly attributed to the improvements in the quality of
documentation (especially photographic) submitted to the LBRC by contribu-
tors. About 45% of the records in this report were documented by photographs
or videotape.

The Committee periodically updates a “Review List.” As per the LLBRC
Bylaws, species qualify for the Review List if they average four or fewer
occurrences annually averaged over the past ten-year period. The Review List
is reviewed annually to determine whether a species meets Review List
qualifications. Species added to the Review List since publication of the
Seventh Report (Dittmann 1995) include: Cinnamon Teal, Spotted Towhee,
Bullock’s Oriole, and Evening Grosbeak, as well as all new species accepted to
the State List included in this report. The following species have been removed
since the Seventh Report (Dittmann 1995): Pomarine Jaeger, Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Bridled Tern, and Ash-throated Flycatcher. Eurasian CoHared-
Dove was added to the State List as an Introduced Species on 9 Sep. 1995. By
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7 Sep. 1996, the species appeared to be established and spreading as a breeding
bird in Louisiana. Because of a similar pattern of expanston across the
southeast, the Committee decided to remove it from the Review List. Yellow
Rail and Alder Flycatcher were removed from the Review List on 23 Apr. 1994,
but were not so noted in the Seventh Report (Dittmann 1995).

Also, if a species is deemed by the Committee to pose a significant
identification challenge, a species may be retained on the Review List even
though the volume of records has exceeded the level necessary for removal.
Most species formerly retained on the list because of identification concerns
have now been removed, e. £., Pomarine Jaeger and Lesser Black-backed Gull.
Due to the volume of records submitted, and the often lengthy review process,
out-of-season records of species that are otherwise not unusual are generally not
evaluated by the LBRC, However, the Committee will review specific records
of non-Review List species upon request. The current Review List (see end of
report) includes 131 species, or 29% percent of the 449 species currently on the
State List.

The LBRC requests documentation for al] Review List species and species
new to Louisiana. The LBRC provides standardized reporting forms to aid in
writing reports; forms may be obtained from the Secretary. Submission of
additional supporting documentation, including photographs, videotape, and
tape recordings is strongly encouraged. The committee requests original video
material so that it can duplicate directly from the tape. Computer discs and
computer-produced printouts of photo Images are not considered ori ginal copy
because current technology allows manipulation of the image. The LBRC does
not accept documentation via email; this is not considered original material,
Guidelines for submission of documentation to the Louisiana Bird Records
Committee are discussed in Dittmann and Cardiff (1990). Dittmann and Lasley
(1992) provided a more thorough discussion of how to provide documentation
for rarities.

Accepted Records

Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata)

One in basic plumage (92-05) on 1 Feb. 1992, Caddo: Cross Lake, approx.
| mi. Eend of causeway; RogerJ. Breedlove, Charles E. Lyon, John P, Sevenair,
ind Julie Zickefoose (drawing only) (AB 46(2):275; LOS 147). This represents
he {irst record of this species accepted by the Committee. Three additional
ecords published in Lowery ( 1974) have not been reviewed by the Committee.
‘o date, there is no photographic or specimen documentation for this species in
.otisiana,
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Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis)y

Two (91-10) on 9 Feb. 1991, Cameron: Johnsons Bayouw, Gulf of Mexico
near Martin Beach Road; Curtis A. Marantz (ph), Donna L. Dittmann (drawing),
and Steven W, Cardiff {(AB 45(2):283).

One (92-08) on 15 Dec. 1991, Camercn: Johnsons Bayou, Gulf of Mexico
near Martin Beach Road; Cecil C. Kersting and Curtis C. Sorrells (AB46(2):275;
LOS 147).

Yellow-nosed Albatross (Thalassarche chlororhynchos)

One adult (94-51) on 9 May 1970, Cameron: Guif of Mexico off Holly
Beach; James W. McDaniel (ph} and R. C. Kennedy (Lowery 1974; AB
20(4):616). The photograph appears on the cover of AB 20(4). This is the only
record for Louisiana of any albatross species. The occurrence of a “southern”
albatross in the northern hemisphere provokes speculation about natural erigin,
and the possibility that its arrival may somehow have been ship-assisted. There
are, however, other northern hemisphere records to support a patiern of
vagrancy. The record had not previously been reviewed by the LBRC.

Formerly in the genus Diomedea (AOU 1998).

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus)

Five (95-63}on 27 May 1995, Gulf of Mexico: 40-50 mi. SSE mouth of South
Pass of the Mississippi River; R. D. Purrington, Joseph P. Kleiman, and Dwight
E. Peake (ph)(FN 49(3):261; LOS 165). This species was removed from the
Review List 25 Apr. 1986 (Schulenberg 1988), but was restored to the Review
Liston 23 Apr. 1994 because of increasing offshore coverage and concerns over
possible confusion with similar species.

Red-billed Tropicbird (Phaethon aethereus)

One adult (96-41) on 9 June 1996, Gulf of Mexice: approx. 13 mi. SE mouth
of South Pass of the Mississippi River, 28°32.1'N, 88°36.3'W; Dwight E. Peake,
Richard H. Peake (ph only), B. Mac Myers IIT (ph)(FN 50(5):960; LOS 175;
LOS 176). This represents the first record for Louisiana.

Masked Booby (Sula dactylatra)

One sub-adult, sex unknown (87-31), on 22 Oct. 1987, Plaguemines: Delta
National Wildlife Refuge headguarters. The bird was brought alive to Audubon
Park Zoo Wild Bird Rehabilitatien Center on 22 Oct. {date incorrect in AB
42(1):86), died on 29 Oct., and was eventually transferred to LSUMNS; Donna
L. Dittmann (*, LSUMZ. 134994).

Two (adultand first-year) (95-67) on 27 May 1995, Gulfof Mexico: 28° 18'N,



