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SEVENTH REPORT OF THE
LOUISIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Donna L. Dittmann
Museum of Natural Science
119 Foster Hall
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3216

The Louisiana Bird Records
Committee (henceforth LBRC or
Committee) was established in 1979
to evaluate and archive records of
unusual species that occur in Louisi-
ana. All records submitted to the
LBRC are housed at the Louisiana
State University Museum of Natural
Science (LSUMNS). Following sub-
mission (in the form of observers’
written reports, copies of field notes,
photographs, tape recordings, or speci-
mens), each record is subjected to
critical evaluation by each of the seven
elected LBRC Members (in accor-
dance with .LBRC Bylaws LOS News
No. 87; Bylaws updated March 1990)
in an objective effort to determine
their acceptability and, thereby, aid in
the understanding of patterns of oc-
currence of rarities in the state.

The review process begins
with the receipt of a record. The
record is assigned a LBRC number,
indicating the year of receipt and an
identification number. The Secretary
groups records into “Rounds,” usu-
ally containing 10-15 individual
records. If multiple observers are
involved, a particular record may not
begin circulation until approximately

one year after receipt, to ensure that as
much documentation as possible has
been received prior to beginning evalu-
ation. Each record in a Round is first
voted upon by the Secretary and then
the Round is “circulated” to each of
the other members (usually by mail)
for their votes and comments. Voting
categories include: acceptable; unac-
ceptable on the basis of questionable
identification; and unacceptable on
the basis of questionable origin. Mem-
bers must provide comments that ex-
plain “unacceptable” votes. Each
Member has one month in which to
review and vote on a Round of records.
Therefore, a Round may take up to 6-
7 months to complete its first “circu-
lation,” even if there are no delays
during the review process.

A record is accepted or not
accepted after one circulation if the
vote is unanimous. A record that does
not receive a unanimous vote on the
first circulation is re-circulated, along
with the votes and any comments of
the members. Consultation between
members about individual records is

not altowed for first circulation records -

but is allowed on subsequent circula-
tions. Members must provide ex-
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planatory comments for all votes on
re-circulating records. After a second
circulation, a record is considered ac-
cepted if it receives no more than one
“anacceptable” vote and is consid-
ered not accepted if it receives four or
more “unacceptable” votes. Any other
combination of votes requires re-cir-
culation of the record and cumulative
members’ comments. If, after a third
circulation, a deciding vote has not
been reached, then the issue must be
decided at a meeting of the full Com-
mittee; the record is considered ac-
cepted if it receives no more than one
“unacceptable” vote. Such records
(requiring the equivalent of four cir-
culations), may be in circulation for a
minimum of 2-3 years. Inquiries re-
garding the progress of particular
records may be directed to the Secre-
tary.

There are no set criteria for
evatuation of records by LBRC Mem-
bers. Members evaluate reports based
upon what they feel is sufficient docu-
mentation to support a particular
record. Members evaluate records
conservatively, taking into consider-
ation that, if there is some question
about the identification or origin of
the reported species, then it is better
not to accept potentially “good”
records than to endorse potentially
incorrect records. All records, whether
accepted or not accepted, are retained
in the LBRC archives, where they can

be accessed by individuals who may’

wish to draw their own conclusions,
or re-evaluated in the future (see Ro-
seate Tern account in this report). Of

the records reported herein, 79 per-
cent were accepted, a relatively high
percentage (see Lasley 1991 - Texas
Rare Bird Committee acceptance rate
of only 56 percent). The average
acceptance rate for LBRC records is
approximately 79 percent (Dittmann
1990, Schulenberg 1588).

The Committee periodically
updates a “Review List” of species
that qualify for submission to the
LBRC (see end of report) and solicits
information for species on this list or
species not on the official Louisiana
State List. Generally, as in the past,
species qualifying for the Review List
average four or fewer occurrences an-
nually over the past ten-year period,
or pose a significant identification
problem. Due to the volume of records
submitted, and the lengthy review pro-
cess, out-of-season records of species
that are otherwise not unusual have
not been considered, although the
LBRC will review specific records if
requested. The Review List currently
includes 120 species, or 28 percent of
the 431 species currently onthe State
List. Species are removed from the
Review List when the frequency of
records exceeds Review List criteria.
The LBRC provides standardized re-
porting forms to aid in writing re-
ports, forms may be obtained from the
Secretary. Submission of additional
supporting documentation, including
photographs and tape recordings, is
strongly encouraged. Guidelines for
submission of documentation to the
Louisiana Bird Records Committee
are discussed in Dittmann & Cardiff



(1990). Dittmann and Lasley (1992)
provided a more thorough discussion
of how to provide documentation for
rarities.

One hundred and sixteen
records are included in the seventh
report of the Committee. Records are
grouped under subheadings: Accepted
Records; Unaccepted Records
(Identification Questionable); and
Unaceepted Records (Identification
Accepted but Origin Questionable).
The species accounts follow the taxo-
nomic sequence of Check-list of North
American Birds (AOU 1983, and
supplements). Within each species
account, records are arranged chrono-
logically, and include the age and sex
(if known), number of individuals,
LBRC record number, date(s) of ob-
servation, locality (parish names in
italics}, and observers. Observers who
contributed reports are listed by their
full names. If multiple observers are
listed, boldfaced names or initials in-
dicate the original identifier or finder
(if unequivocally mentioned on Re-
port Forms or known to the Secre-
tary). Other persons mentioned in
reports as observers, but who did not
themselves submit a report, are listed
only by their initials (this will be the
last report of the Committee to list
individuals mentioned in reports that
did not themselves submit documen-
tation; this charge will streamline fu-
ture LBRC reports, and hopefully en-
courage more observers to submit their
own reports so that they can be recog-
nized for their contributions).
Observer’s names or initials are not
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included for records not accepted. If
photographs were submitted, these are
denoted by “(ph)” following the name
or initials of the photographer. An
“ABF” following a name or initials
indicates that a 3" X 5" observation
card (used to report sightings to the
LSUMNSI/American Birds Central
Southern Region files) was used as
supporting documentation. All speci-
mens are deposited at LSUMNS (for-
merly Louisiana State University Mu-
seum of Zoology) and are indicated
by “LSUMZ” and the specimen cata-
logue number. Records appearing in
American Birds Central Southern
Regional Reports and Louisiana
Christmas Bird Counts are referred to
by volume, number, and page number
(e. g, “AB31(4):431" refers to Ameri-
can Birds Vol. 31, Number 4, page
431).

Records in this report have
been reviewed by all or some of the
following former or current LBRC
Members: Steven W, Cardiff, D. Bruce
Crider, Donna I.. Dittmann, Joseph P.
Kieiman, Horace H. Jeter, Charles E.
Lyon, Paul M. McKenzie, Robert D.
Purrington, David P. Muth, B. Mac
Myers 111, J. V. Remsen, Jr., Thomas
S. Schulenberg, Alfred E. Smalley,
and James Stewart. Cardiff, Dittmann
(Secretary), Kleiman, I.yon, Muth
(Chair), Smalley, and Ronaid J. Stein
are the current Members (as of Mar.
1994),

This report includes the first -

state records of Cave Swallow, Red-
faced Warbler, and Shiny Cowbird.
Other notahle recorde inelinde the oo
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ond state record of Lucy’s Warbler,
the third state records of Eurasian
Wigeon and Curlew Sandpiper, and
the third and fourth state records of
Arctic Tern. Roseate Tern is offi-
cially removed from the State List.
Since the Sixth Report
(Dittmann 1990), several species have
been added or deleted from the Re-
view List. On the basis of decreasing
frequency in the state, Crested Cara-
cara (Caracara plancus) and Bell’s
Vireo (Vireo bellii) were added on 18
May 1991. Broad-billed Humming-
bird (Cynanthus latirostris) and Red-
naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus
nuchalis) are provisionally added
pending acceptance of records cur-
rently under review. Two species
have been removed from the Review
List: Ross’ Goose and House Finch.
Both these species now average many
more than four records per year.

Accepted Records

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanites
ocednicus)

Four (85-29) on 29 Jun. 1985,
Gulf of Mexico: 62 nautical mi. south
of Raccoon Point; B. Mac Myers 111
(AB 39(5):921).

Although coverage of off-
shore waters is still limited, and there
are still relatively few records of this
species for the state, the Committee
believed that available information
suggests that this species is a regular
visitor to Louisiana waters, prompl-
ing its removal from the Review List

~ A TO0E The {ltmimitton

requests documentation for
unreviewed records from prior to this
date. All sightings should be reported
to LSUMNS. ‘

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck
(Dendrocygna autumnalis)

Six (89-137) on 10 Feb. 1988,
Cameron: Lacassine N-W.R.; David
P. Muth, GS, CK (ducks reported to
observers by BB (AB 42(2):275).

Nine (88-17) on 7 May 1988,
Cameron: 2nd Bayou field, north of
Holly Beach; Norton Nelkin, Robert
D. Purrington (erroncously reported
as 6 May in AB 42(3):445).

Ten to twelve individuals (89-
126) on 28 Apr. 1989, Cameron.
Lacassine N.W.R.; Paul McKenzie,
DM, DBC, NLN, SN, IM; David P.
Muth, BMM, RJ. Seventy individu-
als were reported in AB 43(3):492.

Two (89-125) an 3 Jun. 1989,
Cameron: Lacassine N.W.R.; Alfred
E. Smalley.

This species was removed
from the Review List on 31 Mar.
1990. Identification is relatively
straightforward, and the species now
averages more than four records per
year, even breeding occasionally in
southwestern Louisiana (Stephen R.
Emmons pers. comm.(ph)). Please
submit sightings of this species to
LSUMNS on 3" X 5" cards, espe-
cially those pertaining to breeding.

Ross’ Goose (Chen rossii)

Eleven adults (89-76) on 4
Mar. 1989, Caddo: near Dixie; Charles
= Tuvan M HI IR (AB 43: 3(495).




Ross’ Goose was removed
from the Review List on 31 Mar.
1990. Although identification, espe-
cially at long distances and for inex-
perienced observers, is not a trivial
matter, and Ross’s X Snow goose
hybrids are known (Trauger et al.
1971), heavier coverage of the rice-
growing areas of southwestern Loui-
siana indicates that modest numbers
of this species are regularly present in
winter in large flocks of Snow Geese.
Observations away from southwest-
ern Louisiana or from other seasons
should still be documented and sub-
mitted to LSUMNS.

Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope)

One adult male (90-4) on 9
Jan.-4 Feb. 1990, Lafourche: Post
Fourchon, on Theriot Road; (on 9
Jan.) Gay Gomez, RG, (on 13 Jan.)
Joseph P. Kleiman, JH, JHo, (on 14
Jan.) Al & Gwen Smalley (ph), John
Sevenair, (on 21 Jan.) Curtis A.
Marantz, CLC, (on 4 Feb.) Norton
Nelkin, RDP, BMM (AB 44(2):280).
This represents the third state record.

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus)

One (82-25) on 15-17 Oct.
1982, Pointe Coupee: Blanks; Neil
Smith IIT (AB 37(2):190). Three origi-
nal biack and white photo prints were
submitted as documentation for this
record. The observer did not include
a description of the bird in addition to
the photographs. The Round that con-
tained the photographs was lost in the
mail during the record’s first circula-
tionr. Onlv two members had the on-
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portunity to review the prints before
they were lost. Duplicate photographs
were requested from the observer, but
never received. The photographs were
photocopied prior to the record’s cir-
culation, but the photocopy reproduc-
tions were of very poor quality. None-
theless, the acceptance of this record
was based on the photocopies, and
reinforced by the comments of the
two members that were able to see the
original prints. Both members stated
that the photos were “unmistakable”
and “leave no doubt” as to the correct
identification of this species. The loss
of these photographs precipitated the
LBRC’s policy of photographically
duplicating all photographic material
prior to a record’s circulation,

One or two (89-43) on 17
Dec. 1988, Cameron: along Hwy. 27,
from vicinity of west ferry landing at
Calcasieu River, to Holly Beach;
Charles A. Butterworth, BF, B. Mac
Myers ITI (ABF), David Hunter (ABE),
BT, FMB (ph). Kites were observed
by three different parties on the Sabine
N.W.R. CBC in the vicinity of the W.
Calcasieu ferry landing and Holly
Beach. Although three or more kites
may have been involved, the reports
did not adequately address the possi-
bility of fewer individuals moving
over a wide area. Three individuals
are reported in AB 43(4):98.

The White-tailed Kite (Flanus
feucurus) is once again considered a
valid species (AQOU, in press) after
spending a decade as a subspecies of
the Old World Black-shouldered Kite

{Flanc oaeritieney Thic ecneriac wod
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removed from the Review Liston 11
Mar. 1989, after the number of records
began to consistently exceed the four
per year average.

Swainson’s Hawk {Bufeo swainsoni)

One first year light morph
(87-19) on 7 Feb. 1987, Plaquemines:
.S, Coast Guard station, 1 mi. south
of Venice; Donna L. Dittmann &
Steven W. Cardiff (ph), DPM (AB
41(2):252).

One immature light morph
(89-133) on 10 Dec. 1987, Lafayette:
junction of Hwys. 720 and 95; Donna
L. Dittmann, SWC (AB 42(2).276).

Swainson’s Hawk was re-
moved from the Review List on 29
Apr. 1988, It is an uncommon but
regular spring migrant in southwest-
e Louisiana, with recent evidence
of breeding there (AB 46(5):1144); it
is a rare spring and fall migrant else-
where in Louisiana. There are rela-
tively few acceptable winter records
of this species from anywhere in Noith
America. All sightings should be
reported to LSUMNS on 3" X 5"
cards with supporting documentation.

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)
One immature (89-68) on 26
Nov. 1986, Jefferson Davis: 6 mi.
south of Welsh on Hwy. 99. The bird
was found injured by William Evans,
brought to LSUMNS, and then trans-
ferred to the Raptor Rehabilitation

Unit (RRU) at the LSU School of

Veterinary Medicine. The bird was
rehabilitated and released by Donna
L. Dittmann, Mike Flynn, and other

RRU staff on 1 May 1987 at Lacassine
NWR. Photographs of the bird were
published in the State Times, Morning
Advocate Sunday Magazine, and tele-
vision spots were carried in Baton
Rouge and Lake Charles.

One immature (89-50) on 4
Oct. 1988, Cameron: Willow Island,
7 mi. E Cameron; Donna L. Dittmann
& Steven W, Cardiff (AB 43(1):117).

Yellow Rail
noveboracensis)

Five (89-34) on 19 Nov. 1983,
Jefferson Davis, 6 mi. north of
Roanoke, at junction of Hwys. 395
and 102; Gwen & Al Smalley, John P.
Sevenair.

(C oturnicops

Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis)

Two singing males (89-103)
on 24 Apr. 1982, Cameron: 0.5 mi.
NNE Creole; Steven W. Cardiff (one
collected, LSUMZ #104011), MBR,
GHR (AB 42(5):862).

The status of this species in
Louisiana is still poorly understood.

Purple Sandpiper (Calidris
maritima) ‘

One in basic plumage (89-
42 on 17 Dec. 1988, Cameron: west
jetty, 1/2 mi. south of mouth Calcasieu
Pass, Donna L. Dittmann (ph); JS (AB
43(4):599,987). What was most likely
the same individual was present on
the east jetty at mouth Calcasieu Pass
on 28 Feb. 1989 (Stephan J. Schoech;
erroneously reported as 28 Jan, in AB
43(2):326), 30 Mar./1 Apr. 1989
(Janice Nicholls, T&AMM), and 2




