Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) 2007-%5

Two in first basic PIU mage on 7 Feb 2007, Jefferson: beach on Grand Terre 1sland
observed (10 power Leica binoculars), Photogra]:)hcd (DLD/ Coo|]:>ix 5700) and
vidcotaped (DLD/Canon Elura 100) for aPProximatclg 10 mi nutcsjust before 10 AM.
G{I:J”S \l:vere Hushed during Photo session farther down the beach and ultimate]y out
ot sight.

One bird was s[ight]g smaller than the other and both were Proportionatcl ‘arger
than a ncarby Herring Gull (direct comParison). Both birds were esscntia"?,, identical.
Stout heavy all dark bill, |argc size, and mostlg white head and underparts initia”g got
our attetion. Stoclcg apearance when s’can&ing as well as in Hight with Proportionatclg
Iong le S, 5hort~winged Iook--compared to Herring Gull. In Higl']t (no wing or tail molt
noticef) the white rump and upper tail contrasted with the speclclcc] gragish upperparts
(P]uma e worn)and blackish taiﬁ:ancl. Head with some dark mott]ing esPccia” on nape
and c[aﬁ(er area around eye. Sides and to a lesser extent breast also had darE mottling.
Unclerwing ]inings dark. Legs Palc flesh.

Nothing about these birds suggested a Chandeleur or other gu” hybricl.

(Dibbnan_ Mo
onna L. Dittmann Steven W. Cardiff
7 ScPtembcr 2007




