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This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of unusual

birds. It may be used flexibly and need not be used at all. Leave blank any details
not observed. Attach additional sheets 1if necessary. Please print or type. Attach
drawings, photographys, etec.; include all photos if an obscurely marked species. When
completed mail to the Secretary of the LOS Bird Records Committee.
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REPORT FORM

) This form is intended as a convenlence in reporting observations of species on
the LBRC Review List. The LBRC recommends the use of this form or this format when
submitting records for review (to assure that all information involving an observation
is accounted for). Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type.
Attach drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. Include all photos if
an obscurely marked species. When completed, mail to: LBRC Secretary, c/o Museun of '
Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 1A
70803-3216. B
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LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
REPORT FORM

1. Common and scientific name: Great Black-backed Gull
{(Larus marinus)

2. Number of individuals, sexes, ages, general plumage:
1 bird in adult winter plumage

3. Locality: State (Louisiana) Parish: Jefferson
Exact Location: Grand Isle
4. Date(s) seen: January 25, 1997
5. Time(s) of day seen: 4:10-4:15 pm
6. Reporting observer and address: Phillip Wallace
4515 5. Prieur St.
New Orleans, LA 70125

7. Other observers accompanying reporter who also identified
the bird: Gay Gomez (discovered), Mac Myers, Dan Purringtonr

8. Other observers who independently identified the bird:
The bird was apparently discovered on the Grand Isle CBC.

9. Light conditions: Fair to good; bird was south of
cbservers; sun was SW of observers. :

10. Optical equipment: Bushnell Spacemaster 22x
11. Distance to bird: 200-250 yds
12. Duration of observation: 5 minutes

13. Habitat (general and specific): On gulf between beach
and rocky breakwater.

14. Behavior: Resting on water; swimming; flying

15, Description:

$ize - Much larger than adjacent Herring Gull

Head - All white. Clearly more massive than adjacent Herring
Gull.

Mantle, Back, and Wings - Black. No brown in wings.
Primaries same color as coverts and secondaries.

Underparts — Pure white.




Tail - Completely white.

Soft Parts - Large bill was yellow with red gonys spot. Eye
color was light. Eye seemed small on massive head. Leg color
not seen.

16..Voice: None

17. Similar species and how they were eliminated:

Herring eliminated by size and back color.

Lesser Black-backed Gull eliminated by back color(all except

L. £. fuscus) and size. :

18. Photographs? None

19. Previous experience with this species: I’ve seen many
times in Louisiana and on the East coast.

20. Aids used in identification:

a) at time of observation: None

b) after cbservation: None

21. This description written from: notes made during
observation; X notes made immediately after
observation; memory.

22. Are you positive of your identification? vyes
23. Signature of reporter: é7 é) aﬂQﬁj

24. Date and time of writing thig§ account: February 28, 1997
5:30 pm
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E-142 Round initiated 26 August 2012; completed 18 December 2012

Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus)
One adult in basic plumage (1997-05) on 25 January 1997, Jefferson: Grand Isle, B
Mac Myers III and Phillip A. Wallace. Reportedly found by Gay Gomez.

All members accepted this record;
D. L. Dittmann, 26 August 2012, Accept. Although not definitive descriptions (eg., primary pattern not
described) the large size, all white head, and black back help support ID of an adult.
John Dillon, Scptember 30. Accept. Note thar Gay Gomez also turned in a report on this same bird and
was with Mac and Phillip. :
Paul Conover (8/26/2012;  Accept. _
James L. Ingold 27 Septemhber 2012, Accept
Curtis C, Sorrrells, September 14, 2012, Accept. Good description by cx.pcr.ién ced observers of a gull in
diagnostic plumage.
Erik 1. Johnson, 6 Nov 2012. Accept. Tough one — sure sounds like a pure GBBG. No details of
primary tips troubling. One observer noted pink legs (even though stated to be on water) and other
observer did not see legs. Serange,
Steven W. Cardiff: 7 November 2012, ACCEPT. Thate accepting sight reports of rare gulls, but
multiple reports of an adult hird are persuasive. Wonder what happened to Grand Isle CBC
documentation? Perhaps that pertains to 199746 (below)? If so, then they were not the same bird. Note
that Gay Gomez also submitted a report and that the second pace {back sidle) of Myers' repart seemns to be
missing {a da 97-04). .
Phillip A. Wallace, 28 August 2012, Accept
Nancy L Newfield, 11-10-2012, Accept: "These are nice descriptions. Shouldn't Gay Gomez's name be
included?




