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Louisiana Ornithological Society's
LOUISIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
Report Form

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on the
Louisiana Bird Records Committee {LBRC) Review List. The LBRC recommends the use
of this form or a similar format when submitting records for review (to assure that all
information involving an observation is accounted for). Attach additional pages as
necessary. Please print or type. Attach xerox of fieldnotes, drawings, photographs, or
tape recordings, if available. Include all photos for more obscurely marked species.
When completed mail to Secretary, Louisiana Bird Records Committee, ¢/0 Museum of
Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-
3216.

English and Scientific names: Great Black-backed Gull
(Larus marinus)

Number of individuals, sexes, ages, general plumage (e.g. 2 ad.in breeding or
alternate plumage):  One in first alternate/2nd basic plumage

Locality: LOUISIANA: Plagyemines
{(parish)

Southwest Pass of Mississippi River
(specific locality)

Date(s) when observed: 16 September 1995
Time(s) of day when observed: . about 17:15
Reporting observer and address: Steven W. Cardiff Museum of Natural Science,

119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3216

Other observers accompanying reporter who also 1denttf1ed the bird(s): David P.
Muth [and B. Mac Myers?]

Other observers who independently identified the bird(s):

Light conditions (position of bird in relation to shade and to direction and amount of
light): Excellent. Clear, late afternoon light; bird to east of us with sun at our backs,

Optical equipment (type, power, condition): Leica Ultra 10 X 42 binoculars
Distance to bird{s): 50-100 ft. at closest approach
Duration of observation: about 30 seconds

Habitat: Mississippi River near Gulf outlet
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Behavior of bird/circumstances of observation (flying, feeding, resting; include and
stress habits used in identification; relate events surrounding observation): We were
returning from a pelagic trip off Southwest Pass. We were heading upstream (north) a
couple of miles or so from the mouth of the pass. Dave and I spotted the bird as it was
coming towards us from the north. The bird was with a formation of 2-3 juv. Herring
Gulls which passed by off the starboard (east) side of the boat and continued out of
sight downstream. We were on the upper deck of a medium-sized crew boat-I'd say we
were about 12-15 ft. above the water, and the gulls flew past us at eye level. We were
caught a little off-guard and had to do a double take, so we only on the bird for 30 sec. or
so. It happened so fast that no one else really had time to see much before it was past
us, and we couldn't give chase.

Description (include only what was actually seen, not what "should” have been seen;
include if possibly: total length/relative size compared to other familiar species, body
bulk, shape, proportions, bill, eye, leg, and plumage characteristics. Stress features
that separate it from similar species): A large, proportionately massive guil
in direct comparison to the Herring Gulls flying with it- the bird was about 1/3 bigger
overall. Massive, long, bulbous-tipped, all dark bill. The head and underparts were
white with scattered dark flecking on the lower nape, sides, and flanks. The rump and
the basal half of the tail were white with dark flecking, the distal half of the tail
was blackish. The entire mantle was distinctly checkered with dark brown/blackish
and white; the pattern was more of a messy 50-50 blotching of dark and light, not the
dark feathers with crisp pale edges seen in juvs. We couldn't see the legs and I couldn't
discern iris color. All I remember about the wings was that the upperwing coverts were
checkered like the back and that the remiges were all brownish-black with no adult-
like white tips or subterminal windows.

Voice:

Similar species (include how they were eliminated by your observation): The
description is consistent with a first summer or 2nd winter GBBG. After seeing this bird
I was very confused because I knew that the bird wasn't a juv., but I mistakenly expected
a first summer/2nd winter bird to be acquiring some adult-like blackish mantle
feathering. Otherwise, size, proportions, rump/tail pattern, bill color, mantle pattern
eliminate other species.

Photographs or tape recordings obtained? (by whom? attached?): No
Previous experience with this species: This is only about my 6th in LA (all
first/second year birds, 2 specimens, 2 photographed), but I've seen hundreds on 3 trips

to North Carolina.

Identification aids: (list books, illustrations, other birders, etc. used in identification):
a. at time of observation: none

b. after observation: Gulls, a guide to identification, 2nd Ed,, by P. ]. Grant
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This description is written from: notes made during the observation;

macde after the obse
Are you positive of y

Signature of reporter:_

rvation (date: ) X__memory.

notes

17 January 1996



