LOUTSTANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 9 4-2j

LOUISIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

'REPORT FORM

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on
the LBRC Review List. The LBRC recommends the use of this form or this format when
submitting records for review (to assure that all information involving an observation
is accounted for). Attach additional sheets if necessary. PFPlease print or type. _
Attach drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. Include all photos 1f
an obscurely marked species. When completed, mail to: LBRC Secretary, c¢/o Museum of
Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA
70803-3216. '

1. English and scientific name: Eurple_Sandpiper (Calidris maritima)

2. Number of individuals, sexes, ages, general plumage (e.g., Z2ad. in breeding
plumage): one winter plumaged adult

3. Locality: Louisiana ' . Jefferson
o gtate : - -+ - . - parish.

rock jetty at Caminada Pass on Grande Isle
specific locality

4., Date(s) when seen: Apfil 20, 1994

5. Times of day when seen: j145 to 1155.

6. Reporting observer and address:

Jim Holmes ' _ _
801 Dove Park Rd. .(504) 892 6714

Covington, LA 70433
7  Other observers accompanying reporter who also identified the bird:
Nancy Newfield, Birgit Berger, Roger Breedlove

8. Other observers who independently identified the bird: The bird had been present and

- seer observers.
9, Light conditions (position of bird in relation to shade and" £o J%%éﬁ?%%n an

amount of light):

fair, mostly cloudy

10. Optical equipment (type, power, condition): : n
1) Bausch & Lomb Elite binoculars, 8x42 -in good condition

11, Distance to bird:

. _ 50 feet
12, Duration of observation:

10 minutes
13, Habitat:
rock jetty on the Gulf of Mexico

14. Behavior (flying, feeding, resting, etc. — include and stress any habits used in
identification): sitting on rock and then seen in flight



15. Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should" have been
seen)., Include if possible: total length or relative size compared to other
species present or familiar species; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, leg and plumage
characteristics. Stress features that separate it from similar species:

see attached description

16. Voice: Not heard

17. Similar species (include how they are eliminated by your observations):

1) Surfbird- This species is ruled out by longer, thlnner bill and dark rump which
the Surfbird lacks.

2) Rock Sandpiper- This speices is less llkely based on distribution.
The extensive spotting on the flanks and breast that this bird showed is seen
in Purple Sandpiper and ncot Rock Sandpiper.

18. Photographs or tape recordings obtained (By whom? Attached?):
Slide 1ncluded (by Jim Holmes)

19, Previous experience with this species?

I have seen this species on numercus occasions on the east coast and on the
Mississippi coast, and once on Holly Beach, LA.

20. Aids: List books, illustrations, birders, etc. used in identification:
a) at time of observation: None
b) af;ér observation: None
21. This description written from: : notes made dufing observation; __EL;notes

made after observation {date: 4/20/94 ' b MEMOTY »

22. Are you positive of your identification? _yeg . If not, explain:

23, Signature of reporter:

24, Date and time of writing this account:

May 31, 1994 (1800)




























PURPLE SANDPIPER (Calidris maritima)

April 20, 1994
Caminada Pass, Grande Isle, LA
Observers: Jim Holmes, Roger Breedlove, Nancy Newfield, Birgit Berger

Description:

This bird had been known to be present on the rock jetty at Caminada Pass for
over two weeks. It was discovered sitting on the rocks and was photographed.
General: A small shorebird seen in company with a Spotted Sandpiper (Acfitis

macularia). It was slightly larger in length and plumper than the Spotted

Sandpiper.

Bill: The bill was long and thin. There was a slight curve in the bill which was most
prominent at the tip. The bill was all dark except for the base which was a dull
orange.

Head: The head was a dark slate-gray except for the throat which was a lighter gray and a
small area above the lores which was white.

Back: Feathers were dark with slightly paler edges.

Chest and Belly: The upper chest was similar in coloration to the head (slate-gray).
However, there were white feathers interspersed giving the upper breast a scaly
appearance. The lower portion of the chest and belly was white with slate-gray
streaking. This streaking was most prominent on the flanks and some streaking
existed to the vent.

Wings: In flight, there was a white wingbar extending across the base of the secondaries
that contrasted against the dark wing.

Rump: In flight, it was noted to be dark with white sides.

Tail: All dark.

Legs: They were a dull yellow.
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15. Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should" have been
seen). Include if possible: total length or relative size compared to other
species present or familiar species; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, leg and plumage
characteristics. Stress features that separate it from similar species: . '
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