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Paul M. Dickson

* ‘ _ POST OFFICE BOX 51367
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71135-1367

TELEPHONE
(318) 797-7900

January 18, 1990

Steve Cardiff & Donna Ditman
LSU MNS

119 Foster Hall

LSU Ny

Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Dear Steve & Donna:

The Tundra Swan presence in the Shreveport area deserves a fuller
explanation which I think yvou will find of interest. .

On Shreveport count day, December 23, I spotted 1 juvenile swan on
Cross Lake. You will find a2 supporting detail sheet with the Shreveport
count for this swan listed as "“Swan sp.". In that description I '
indicated that as it was a juvenile and as it did not call it was not

‘identifiable. That particular swan was not seen again, at least not in

that location. Employees at a boat landing on Cross Lake told me that
one swan had been present since at least December 18. The day of the
Shreveport count was during the big freeze; the lake was two-thirds
frozen. The next day, December 24, the lake was completely frozen save a

‘couple of small holes kept open by birds. The last I had seen of the

juvenile swan he was headed due south flying straight and gaining
altitude. We certainly thought that we would hear of its presence
somewhere in the state but did not expect to re-discover it ourselves.
We were wrong! '

Despite prior scouting in the area near Elm Grove, Louisiana, it was
not until the day of the Caddo-Bossier-Bienville count that I again
spotted a single swan, this time an adult in the air 40 vards over my
head. I immediately preceded to send my truck into a loop d' loop on the
muddy road! After leaping about and screaming like a madman to four other
observers some 300 yards away and toward whom the swan was flying, I was
satisfied that they would see it as well but was surprised when they
heard it call. Now not only did I have someone to back me up but I no
longer had “Swan sp.", we had Tundra Swan. (I somehow felt my integrity
might fall into guestion if vou editors noted one guy seeing single but
different swans in two different places on two different counts with no

- backup!)

Following the direction of this birds flight I found two adults and
was able to study them closely getting vellow lores, head profiles, and
one even so kindly opened its mouth so that I could see pale pink mouth
lining. They also called. The next dav we had 14! '




As of today, the 14 are still present and 6 are wearing neck
collars, numbers K172 - K177, with corresponding color leg bands on the
left, FWS bands on the right. ©Neck collars are black with white numbers;
leg bands are white with black numbers. The birds were banded by myself
and Mac Hardy at LSUS Museum in cooperation with Wildlife & Fisheries.
Using a rocket net, we tried for 10 of the birds; four escaped, and six
were caught and banded. We intend to collect one adult and one juvenile
for LSUS in the next day or so leaving 12 birds. The flock is currently
made up of 11 adults or sub-adults and 3 juveniles. Ten of the adults
show yellow lores and one bird which we had in hand appears to be a
second-year bird whose vellow spot is present but is very faint.

We have the banding operation including the net shot and closeups of

the birds on video. If yvou are interested, let me know and I will send
you a copy. : ' '

" Qur intent with the banding is to provide migration and wintering
data for a "family group" type flock of Tundra Swans using an interior
flyway and an unprecedented wintering area. This, to my knowledge, is
the first banding of such a flock. To speculate, the ice is probably
responsible for their presence but we would still expect an interior
wintering area next year and and, if so tucky, reports of a migration
path orginating in the central Canadian artic as opposed to Alaska. It
is the central Canadian population which has accounted for the increases
in the Tundra Swan population over the last 40 years. Perhaps band
sightings of these birds will disclose a distinct population or pattern
of usage in the central states. Just where sightings will come from is
anybody's guess but it will certainly be interesting.

You conservation,

Paul M. Dickson




