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LOUISIAMNA DFHITHO OGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDE COMMITTEE

REFPORT FORM

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of unusual

birds. It may be used flexiblv and need not be used at all. Leave blank anv details
not ohserved. | Attach additional sheets if necessary, Fleasze print or tvpe. #@Attach
drawinos, chotographs, etc, Include all photos i+ an ocbhscurely markKed specieszs, When
completed, mail toc the Secretary of the LOE Bird Records Committee.
. Common and scientific name: MOMGOLIA&N PLOVER (Charadrius mongolus?
2. WNumber o%{indiuiduais. sexes, ages, general plumage {e.g. Zad. in breeding
plumaqge’: ane warn Jjuv, camﬁYefanq tzé molt to first basic plumane.
3. Localitwr LDU}SIQNQ.Lamerun Far,3 7 mi. W old mouth Mermentsuy River = "Rutherford
EBeach™.
Datedz when seen: 18 Jctober 1785,

[

. Times of day when seen: first obzerved approx. 5:30 &M for a few moments {approx,
% mi. 4 old mouth Mermentau River): refound approx. 10:00 AM,
R¥uﬁrtrr cbserver and address: Donma L. Ditimann
Steuen W, Cardiff {(collected specimen?
U Museum o+ oo?oa”

[
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7 Other oheeruvers accompanving reporter who alse identified the bBird:
Gary H. Hosenberg

8. DQther observers who independentiy idﬁnl tied the bird: Mone.

%. Light conditions {poszition of bird in retatioen fo shade and to direction and
amount of Tighil: see H14,

10, Optical equipment {tvpe, power, conditiond: 8§ X 40 Leitz {DLD} and 10 X 30
Bushnell | {8WC and GHR} and 20X Balscope 5r. telescope - 3ll in good condition.

i1, Distance to bird: The bird was extremely wary. It was probably closest during the
first cbeervation when it landed behind the vehicle and was viswed in poor 1ight

approx. 30 ft. awav: also seen as clsoe as 100 ft. awav through telescope Jjust
prior to collection.
| 12. Duration of observation: Total combined pericd the bird was under observation was
| approx, 193 min.. which included slowly stalking the recsting bird on the beach.

| 12, Habitat:! "sandv" gulf beach.
14, Behavior ¢+lving, feeding, resting, etc. - include and siress abkits used in
;dent;f;ca*lon}' SWC firet was aware of the bird come dizt head of us on the
beach as we were slowly driving E to W along the beach censusing ou?!s...{a!thngh

in good ligh: &t thie point, the bird was extremely wary and could only be
alimpsed as it flushed ahead of ue several times>, We did not concentrate cur
attention on the bird until it suddenly flew towards us and landed brieflx in
front of the car. It then took off, calling as it flew a short distance past us
to the east and landed behind the car. At this point the bird was backlighted.
but we could see the shape and posture well. The bird quickly Flushed again,
fiving elven farther to the east and again landina on the beach. We backed up to
get clozer, but before we were able to stop. it flushed again and flew ocut over
the gulf and out of sight to the west., We noticed during thic initial observation
period that the bird had an injured right leg/foot and walked with a limp.
Figuring that the bird had escaped us, and only stightly suspicious that it could
be anvthing other than a Wilson‘s Plover, we continued west on the beach census,
Approx. .7 mi. W of the old mouth of the Mermentau River is the mouth of a tidal
estuarv [that was not crossahle with the car at that time. Scanning through the




telescope from the estuarvy, SWC miracu]ou*i* zpotted a crippled. darkK-hacked
plover staﬁding on the beach at least 1/4 mi. west of the estuary. Assuming this
was the bird we had lost earlier, and becoming increasingly suspicious of its 10
{because 04 the bird’s strange call - unlike any Wilson’s vocalizations we were
familiar with, and by virtue of the fact that we had not seen a Wilson’s Plover on
this beachi:;nfe early Augusty, we headed down to where the bird had settled into
a depression in the sand and was roosting with two Snowy Plovers. During the next

10 min.. we slowly approached the resting bird, alternately stalking closzer and
viewing the bird through the telescope. The bird was squatting facing us and had
its bill tucked intc the back feathers most of the time. Thus. we could not get
wery satisfvino looks., Geveral times we commented on how the bird reminded us of
2 miniaturle Mountain Plover, and we did begin considering that the bird might be 2
Monaolian Plover. Finally. we decided the bird should pe collected while we had
the opportunity, because we did not want to risk losing track of it again or
having it $lushed by ano +her vehicle {and alsc because we had not been ahle to see
anv diagnostic field marks>, DLD had the best looks at the plover as she watched
it thrcugH the telescope whlle SC maneuvered for & shot. The bird stood up
briefly allowing Dittmann to view the clive-colored legs, complete breast band
uniform dark brownish-gravy upperparts, white evebrow, and white throat, then
flushed with the twe Snowvs. WWith the bird in hand, DLD was immediately fairly
convinced that the bird was indeed a Mongolian Plover. However, it took
comparative material toc convince SWC and GHR.

Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should" have been
seen. Intlude if possible: total length; body bulk: shape, bill. geve, and leg
characteristics: color and pattern of plumage, efc., Stress field marksi:
&escriptibn based on specimen. Iris dark brown: bil) black: tarsi dull };ght
gravish-olive: feet dark grav: ankle area, soles of feet grav. Underparts: throat
white: breast band brown suffused wwith very pale vellowish-buff: remainder of
underparts creamv-white. Upperparts: dark gravish-brown with a hint of olive
irridescence; crown and back with darker shaft streaks; nape area slightly paler
and with a hint more olive, but lacking a complete white collar arcund the bakc of
the necki wings uniform dark gravish-brown with a siightly darker shoulder area
and white edoes to the greater secondary coverts, forming 2 weak wing-bar in

flight; primaries blackiszh-brown: inner secondary coverts still retaining
whitish-buff fringes characteristic of Jjuvenal plumage; tail pale brownish-gray
with darkl brown basal 1/5, outer pair of tail feathers white with pale grar inner
173 of inner web; face pattern very distinct with broad creamy-white forehead
natch continuing as a broad superciliary stripe and dark grarvish-brown cheek
patch: the bird was approx. the same size as a Wilson’s Plover, but carried itseld
in a more upright posture and had a proportionately shorter and slimmer bill
fintermediate between Wilson‘s and Semipalmated, although appearing much more
Wilson“s-Tike in the field>.
Joice: The hird was heard three times = a fairly high-pitched and drawn out
“drerit® jor trilled "prip-ip-ip-ip": more musical than somewhat similar call of
Baird s Sandpiper.
Similar species {include how they are eliminated by vour observations): Wilson's
Plover iz surprisingly similar in basic plumage, but is eliminated because it
possesses a complete white collar around the back of the neck, flesh-colored legs,
and a relatively longer and heavier bill. Bill toc short for Greater Sand-Plover
¢C. leschenaultiil. -
Ebctograghz {ldas it phofographed? By whom? Attached?): No.
Previpus experience with this species: DLD has seen this speciecs on four occasions
inualu'na two different hirds {one adult in alternate plumage and one Jjuvenall in
Ca?ifcrnga. 84C and GHR have neo prior field experience.
fide: List books, illustrations, birders, etc. used in identificati
a} at tjme of observation: National Geoqraphxc Society Field Guide.
b af*er cbservation: specimens at LSUMZ, including on alternate plumage
Hongali?n Filover:; various books.
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